The Metsamor excavation project is a Polish-Armenian effort to investigate a Bronze Age citadel site located about 35 km west of Yerevan, on a hill dominating the Ararat plain. Fieldwork started in 2013 and was aimed during the first three seasons at clarifying site chronology in the citadel as well as the northern lower town. An unbroken sequence from the Kura Araxes culture (Early Bronze Age) to medieval times was confirmed. Settlement remains of Early Iron Age buildings included an almost square structure NSB 2 and a dwelling NSB 1, furnished with a relatively large storage room. Four human skeletons, two of young men, were also recorded, suggesting they were victims of a raid on the settlement. The results of recent field observations coupled with pottery analysis postulate occurrence of two destructive events, first during the Urartian invasion led by Argishti I and the second one at the beginning of the 6th century BC.
The Metsamor archaeological site is located in the Ararat Valley, just 35 km west of Yerevan, in the vicinty of the village of Taronik (former Zeiva). The main part of the archaeological site is located on the summits of two hills dominating the Ararat plain, Mets Blur and Pokr Blur, as well as on natural terraces situated on their slopes. Mets Blur (870 m a.s.l.) rises about 27-28 m above the site level. There are three springs in the vicinity, all tributaries of the Metsamor River (Khanzadyan, Mkrtchyan, and Parsamyan 1973: 8-9) , creating very good hydrological conditions for the inhabitants. The location and the specific natural-climatic conditions made this area suitable for settlement from the Chalcolithic period (5th-first half of the 4th millennium BC) to the 17th-18th century AD.
The archaeological site was discovered in 1890 (Alichan 1890: 202) .
The first test trenches were opened in 1959 -1960 (Barseghyan 1962 , followed by a regular excavation project started five years ago by Emma Khanzadyan. Until the end of this project in 2006, research was focused mainly on the citadel area on the Mets Blur hill and on the nearby cemetery. The results were published in part in two monographs: Metsamor 1 (Khanzadyan, Mkrtchyan and Parsamyan 1973) and Metsamor 2 (Khanzadyan 1995) , as well as in more than 30 papers published between 1980 and 2010 . In 2011 -2012 , the archaeological expedition of the Service for the Protection of Historical Environment and Cultural Museum-Reservations NSCO, directed by Prof. Ashot Piliposyan, resumed the excavation. In 2013, the Service was joined by the Center of Ethno--Cultural Observation Studies "Ethnos" from Armenia and the Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology (PCMA) and the Institute of Archaeology from the University of Warsaw for a joint Polish-Armenian project that has focused in the past three seasons on the northwestern part of the citadel on one hand and the settlement in the lower town on the other [Figs 1, 2] . (Drawing M. Iskra) and IX, where a natural terrace falls away to the northeast, were first explored with two trenches: a 7 m by 5 m cut in squares S19 and S18 in sector VIII and a 20 m by 5 m trench in squares B15, B16, A16, A17 and A18 in sector IX. The trenches were extended subsequently to the north, south and west, and connected into one excavation area covering 6.4 acres [Figs 5, 6 ; see also Fig. 2 ].
SECTOR VIII A layer of stone debris, identified as a severely damaged structure, was discovered in squares S17 and S18. Two partly worked basalt blocks in square S18, under a deposit of small and middle--sized stones, proved to form the corner of a building (squares R,S,T 17-18) [ Fig. 6 ; see Fig. 5 ]. This structure, NSB 2, was almost square, roughly 8.42 m by 9.25 m.
The best preserved fragments of walls (1000 and 1003) are situated in the southern and western parts of the building. The south wall (1.50 m wide, preserved 0.70 m high) was built of large, roughly dressed basalt blocks, resting on roughly worked ashlar masonry consisting of middle-sized stones. This technique differed from the one used for the west wall, which was 1.20 m wide (preserved height 0.40 m); the core of this wall consisted of small stones and pebbles bonded in clay mortar, the external and internal faces being built of small semiashlar stones.
The nature of this building and the different kinds of stones used in its construction led to the conclusion that the structure was rearranged and rebuilt at least once or twice. The northeastern corner of the building, especially wall 1002, was almost completely destroyed. The large size of stones in the vicinity suggests a similar technique of construction for this wall as for wall 1000. It also seems highly possible that the northeastern corner of the house was curvilinear instead of being square. The entrance to the building was situated in the southern part of the west wall near the corner [see below, Fig. 11 ]. It was fitted with a threshold made of large flat stones. The interior of the house was divided into two small rooms separated by partition wall 1001. The rooms were in use for a long time, which is attested by three consecutive layers of clay floors found during the excavation of the northern room. Most of the potsherds found inside the building can be dated to the Iron Age I (11th-9th century BC); a few were attributed, however, to the Iron Age II (8th-first quarter of 6th century BC) [Fig. 7] .
Two human skeletons (Nos 2 and 3) were unearthed in squares S18 and S16 respectively. There is reason to think that the one of the two was buried in a shallow pit with no features typical of a grave [ Fig. 8 left] , possibly between the remains of wall 1000 and a large rock that had collapsed from the structure. It may be that the body was deposited already after the building had been abandoned. Sudden death is suggested (see the appendix below for preliminary results of anthropological analysis), considering the unnatural position of the bones; the body may even have been left unburied. Part of a horse bit made of a ram's horn and decorated with deep geometrical incisions was found near the skeleton [ Fig. 8 right] . It resembles horse bits known from the Urartian sites of the second half of the 7th century BC (Martirosyan 1961: 124, The other skeleton (No. 3) was discovered outside building NSB 2, near wall 1003, buried in a shallow pit dug in stone debris from the upper part of wall 1003. This burial can be associated with the same period following the final abandonment of the building. The skeleton was lying in a very unusual position, on its back with bent legs. The cut was almost unrecognizable, as if no rituals were followed for the burial. A jug, almost intact [ Fig. 9] , lay in the hands of the buried individual. It had a potter's mark in the shape of a trident engraved on the upper body. The motif is common on late Urartian vessels from the 7th through the first quarter of the 6th century BC (Martirosyan 1974: Figs 77, 78) .
The two individuals seem to have died suddenly and been buried in the same time, although it is not to be excluded that the bodies had not been interred, but were covered over naturally. The two individuals may have been victims of a raid on the settlement. Traces of a conflagration were noted southwest of the building (square R18). A layer of ashes yielded The first recorded destruction of the site can be dated to the beginning of the 8th century BC and is connected with the campaign of Argishti I (Khanzadyan, Mkrtchyan, and Parsamyan 1973: 195) . The finds, however, are from the end of the Urartian period in Metsamor and may thus reflect the time of the second invasion of the town at the end of the 7th century BC at the earliest, several dozen years after building NSB 2 had been abandoned. A large empty space was discovered unexpectedly in the northern part of the excavated sector (squares S16, T16, U16). It was manifested by a layer of hard compacted clay, which covered 30 m2 towards the north. The only objects from this layer were Iron Age I potsherds deposited inside small pits. Further work in square S16 brought to light part of another structure (NSB 4) which encompassed wall 1005 [ Fig. 11 bottom left]. Wall 1005 was 0.36 m wide (it was preserved to a height of 0.45 m) and was built of small stones bonded in clay mortar. It appears to have been sunk partly in the ground. Furthermore, the structure was attached to a much better built corner which evidently belonged to another building. Neither function nor dating of the structure NSB4 could be established. Sherds of Middle Bronze, Late Bronze and Early Iron Age were found close to wall 1005, but most of them could have been displaced into the building by erosion processes. Several fragments of human bones were also recorded from the interior, as well as a large piece of burned wooden beam below the foundations of wall 1005. SECTOR IX A rectangular structure of irregular plan, built of small cobbles, was discovered in squares A17 and A18, barely 0.15 m below the surface. Sherds of Achaemenid date (6th-4th century BC), including a small Fig. 11 bottom right]. The interior of the chamber was filled with 0.60 m of a compact stone debris deposit. Traces of ashes indicated that this building was burned down to the ground sometime in the early 8th century BC. The entrance to the building was situated near the southwestern corner of the excavated structure. A burial was discovered in the southeastern corner of building NSB 3 [ Fig. 12 top] ; it had damaged part of the building. The skeleton was of a male (No. 4), laid on the right side with legs flexed. The only object discovered in the grave was a ring made of twisted bronze wire. Based on the stratigraphy and evidence of burial customs, the grave was dated to the Classical Period, that is, between the 1st century BC and the 1st century AD. Another grave from this period was discovered in square B15. This burial was in a shallow pit discovered 0.50 m below the surface. Skeleton No. 1 was found lying on the left side with legs flexed, facing west. A necklace of 17 beads made of yellow glazed paste was found around the neck [ Fig. 12 bottom] .
Yet another building (NSB 1) was discovered under the layer of Achaemenid age in squares B15, B16, A16, A17 [see Fig. 5 ]. The building is oriented N-S and is composed of at least two rooms. One room was rectangular in shape and measured 5 m by 3.30 m. Its walls were constructed mainly of small and middle--sized, roughly dressed basalt stones bonded in clay mortar. In some parts the wall was preserved up to 1 m in height. The west wall (1014) was slightly curved. No traces of an entrance were found. A thick layer of ash (30-60 cm thick) was superimposed on a clay floor and could be seen also on the lower parts of the walls. A round pumice hearth (53 cm in diameter, 30 cm in height) was found on the floor, close to the southwestern corner of the room. Six large greyish-brown storage jars were found crushed on the floor in front of it. Originally, the jars had stood on three pairs of discoid pedestals made of tufa, each measuring about 20 cm in diameter and 8 cm in height [ Fig. 14] . Two of them were reconstructed; they are short- necked, over 70 cm high, furnished with flat bases and convex bodies ornamented in upper parts by belt of incised decoration [ Fig. 13 ]. These vessels are characteristic of the Iron Age I (11th-9th century BC) and examples of this type were also found in Dvin, Tsitsernakaberd and also in the pre-Urartian settlement of Karmir Blur (Kušnareva 1977: 21-22 , Pls IX-XI;
Avetisyan 1992: 18, Pl. III, Fig. 11 ). The storage jars, a stone mold, and numerous animal bones, indicate a storage or industrial purpose for this building. The breaking of the storage jars occurred probably when the burning roof collapsed inside the chamber. No later pottery material was found inside the room, which indicates that it was abandoned around the end of the 9th or the beginning of the 8th century BC, and was never reoccupied. Traces of destruction seem to be the consequence of a siege laid to the fortress by the Urartian king Argishti I in the 780s BC. The citadel suffered serious damages at the time as indicated by the "burning layer" (Khanzadyan, Mkrtchyan, and Parsamyan 1973: 56) . Walls 1006 and 1009 of the next room to the south were also excavated. They are poorly preserved, barely three or four courses of stones, and the south wall is missing entirely, but the width of the chamber can be estimated at 4.20 m based on the other two walls. Wall 1006 is attached to room 1 at right angle. Potsherds from inside the room can be dated to the Iron Age I period. The building presumably also extended toward the north, where another wall (1010) bones form an obtuse angle at the junction, which indicates this to be a female skeleton. Age-at-death estimation according to indices of cicatrization of cranial bones (Buikstra and Ubelaker 1994) place the buried individual between 19-25 years of age.
The woman had suffered from serious dental diseases. Traces of an abscess were revealed in the upper jaw around the upper right incisor and the upper right canine. The upper right third molar was absent, and the hollow was almost closed by the time of death. Serious dental loss was recorded also on the mandible. Both right and left molars were absent, as well as the lower left second premolars and both lower right premolars. All hollows of the teeth were completely closed. Such a pattern, for a person of 19-25, is not natural.
There was also trauma to the cranium, most probably a cutting blow to the head. A mark on the left parietal bone, made by a sharp cutting tool that left a mark 3.5 cm long, was scarred over, hence not the cause of death. Osteomas (3-4 mm in diameter) were found on the left part of the frontal bone and on the right parietal bone; they could have been inherited or were the result of the blow.
The long bones were measured and compared with the Trotter Glesier table (Bass 1986: 25) . The deceased woman had been 158 cm tall. The articulation surfaces of the cervical 3rd, 4th and 5th vertebrae, contrary to their left pairs, was severely deformed and ossificated. A similar issue existed for the junction of the right clavicle with the sternum, which again, compared to the left pair, was deformed and ossificated. 
